X. In the Kraton
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Surakarta, popularly called Solo, and Djokjakarta,commonly

shortened to Djokja, are the most important and interesting native Piano
cities in Java.
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The greatest ruler— The Susuhunan— resides in Solo, while the 5 : —% D: - S
. . . una corda =
next in importance, the Sultan of Djokja, lives in the last named ‘EZ; P marcato

capital. In the heart of each capital is a vast enclosure called the
Kraton, in which the potentate has his palaces and wherein dwell

besides the Sultan, Sultana and princes and princesses,his numer-

ous concubines, slaves and servants, court officials, nobles, musi-

cians, actors, dancers, workmen, tradespeople and many individu-

als with indefinable occupations; Each Kraforhas a population

of between ten and fifteen thousand, the. ensémble constituting a

court of huge dimensions.
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It is evening. Quaint scenes charm our vision. Faint sounds of

the entrancing Gemelar fill the fragrant air. The seemingly unreal

reality casts a hypnotic spell over our consciousness.

There is poetry in every ebbing moment.

It is evening in the Orient.......
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Chicago, Feb.18th 1926.
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